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Overarching StrategyOverarching Strategy

Sustain the momentum for health reformSustain the momentum for health reform
generallygenerally

Continue building momentum forContinue building momentum for
community prevention community prevention –– spread the word to spread the word to
engage all sectorsengage all sectors

Media barrageMedia barrage



Why must community prevention beWhy must community prevention be

a part of meaningful reform?a part of meaningful reform?

 Community prevention advances health and equityCommunity prevention advances health and equity

 Community prevention will transform our sick-careCommunity prevention will transform our sick-care
system into a system that supports health: only withsystem into a system that supports health: only with
comprehensive health reform can we keep Americanscomprehensive health reform can we keep Americans
healthy and free American businesses and familieshealthy and free American businesses and families
from skyrocketing health care costsfrom skyrocketing health care costs

 Americans support preventionAmericans support prevention

 Preventing illnesses and injuries before they occurPreventing illnesses and injuries before they occur
saves moneysaves money



Prevention Institute Letter toPrevention Institute Letter to

President ObamaPresident Obama

“As preventable illnesses
and injuries are the most
significant drivers of
increasing health care
costs, it is essential that we
reorient our health care
system from an after-the-
fact approach to one
that focuses on keeping
people healthy in the first
place.”



Americans support investment inAmericans support investment in

public health in health reformpublic health in health reform
 65% of Democrats and 62% of Republicans agree that a lot

more emphasis should be placed on prevention. (July 2009, Lake
Research Partners and Public Opinion Strategies)

 71% of Americans favor an increased investment in disease71% of Americans favor an increased investment in disease
prevention; in fact, disease prevention is one of the mostprevention; in fact, disease prevention is one of the most
popular components of health reformpopular components of health reform

 72% favor a proposal to establish a Public Health Investment72% favor a proposal to establish a Public Health Investment
Fund that would dedicate annual funding to preventionFund that would dedicate annual funding to prevention

 58% favor a proposal to create a National Prevention and58% favor a proposal to create a National Prevention and
Wellness Strategy Wellness Strategy (November 2009, Trust for America(November 2009, Trust for America’’s Health and the Roberts Health and the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation; poll conducted by Greenberg Quinlan Wood Johnson Foundation; poll conducted by Greenberg Quinlan RosnerRosner Research Research
and Public Opinion Strategies)and Public Opinion Strategies)



$1$1

Return on Investment with PreventionReturn on Investment with Prevention

Investment

SOURCE: SOURCE: Prevention for A Healthy America: Investments in Disease Prevention Yield Significant Savings,Prevention for A Healthy America: Investments in Disease Prevention Yield Significant Savings,
Stronger Communities, Trust for AmericaStronger Communities, Trust for America’’s Health, July 2008s Health, July 2008

$5.60$5.60

Return on
Investment

Savings at 
5 years

$16 Billion $16 Billion 

Annual SavingsAnnual Savings

 In 5 Years In 5 Years



Media BarrageMedia Barrage

“This may be America’s
chance to create a

health system that truly
protects and promotes

our health.”

•Newspapers: letters to
the editor, op-eds, meet
with editorial boards

•New media: post on
blogs

•Call in to radio shows



 Stimulus (ARRA)Stimulus (ARRA)
 Health Equity and Accountability Act ofHealth Equity and Accountability Act of

2009 (H.R. 3090)2009 (H.R. 3090)
 Transportation ReauthorizationTransportation Reauthorization
 Child Nutrition ReauthorizationChild Nutrition Reauthorization
 Preventing violencePreventing violence
 The next Farm BillThe next Farm Bill

Federal Funding: OtherFederal Funding: Other

OpportunitiesOpportunities



Build a MovementBuild a Movement
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Next StepsNext Steps

 Call your Senators Call your Senators –– U.S. Capitol Switchboard: U.S. Capitol Switchboard:
(202) 224-3121(202) 224-3121

 Write letters to your Senators Write letters to your Senators –– personalized personalized
letters are the most helpfulletters are the most helpful

 Keep it concise and constructiveKeep it concise and constructive

 Highlight examples of successful community preventionHighlight examples of successful community prevention
efforts in your communityefforts in your community

 Establish a presence in the mediaEstablish a presence in the media

 Visit Visit www.preventioninstitute.orgwww.preventioninstitute.org for more tools for more tools
and informationand information



Priority StatesPriority States
 IndianaIndiana (Senator  (Senator BayhBayh))
 MaineMaine (Senator Collins & Senator  (Senator Collins & Senator SnoweSnowe))
 North DakotaNorth Dakota (Senator Conrad & Senator Dorgan) (Senator Conrad & Senator Dorgan)
 LouisianaLouisiana (Senator Landrieu)(Senator Landrieu)
 ConnecticutConnecticut (Senator Lieberman) (Senator Lieberman)
 ArkansasArkansas (Senator Lincoln) (Senator Lincoln)
 MissouriMissouri (Senator  (Senator McCaskillMcCaskill))
 NebraskaNebraska (Senator Nelson)(Senator Nelson)
 OhioOhio (Senator Voinovich) (Senator Voinovich)
 GeorgiaGeorgia (Senator Chambliss) (Senator Chambliss)
 OklahomaOklahoma (Senator Coburn & Senator Inhofe) (Senator Coburn & Senator Inhofe)
 South CarolinaSouth Carolina (Senator DeMint) (Senator DeMint)
 NevadaNevada (Senator Ensign) (Senator Ensign)
 New HampshireNew Hampshire (Senator Gregg) (Senator Gregg)
 Senate Leadership:Senate Leadership:

 Majority Leader Harry Reid (Nevada)Majority Leader Harry Reid (Nevada)
 Democratic Whip Richard Durbin (Illinois)Democratic Whip Richard Durbin (Illinois)
 Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (Kentucky)Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (Kentucky)
 Minority Whip Jon Minority Whip Jon KylKyl (Arizona)(Arizona)




